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Senate, March 13, 1912
The committee on Water Supply, to which was re
e petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 16
)rge H. Johnson and others that the town of Pax
authorized to supply itself and its inhabitants with wa
port the accompanying bill.
For the committee
FEEDERIC M. HERSEY.
C()c CommonUicaltf) of £oasoaci)usctts.
[Mar,PAXTON WATER SUPPLY.9
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:
1 Section 1. The town of Paxton may supply
2 itself and its inhabitants with water for the ex-
-3 tinguishing of fires and for domestic and other pur-
-4 poses; with power to establish fountains and
5 hydrants and to relocate and discontinue the same,
6 and to regulate the use of such water and to fix and
7 collect rates to be paid therefor.
1 Section 2. The town of Paxton for the purposes
2 aforesaid, and for the purpose of obtaining a sup-
3 ply of water, may take, draw and convey directly
4 from Asnebumskit pond, situated in the town of
5 Paxton, so much of the waters thereof and tire
6 waters that flow into and from the same as it may
7 require; and it may take by purchase or otherwise
8 and hold and use any water rights connected
9 with said pond, and any springs and streams
10 tributary thereto, and the water rights connected
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11 with any of said sources, and also all lands, rights
12 of way and easements necessary for holding and
13 preserving such water and for conveying the same
14 to any part of said town of Paxton; and may erect
15 upon the land thus taken or held proper dams,
16 canals, reservoirs, stand-pipes, tanks, pumping
17 stations, buildings, fixtures or other structures, and
18 for the aforesaid purposes may make excavations,
19 procure and operate machinery and provide such
20 other means and appliances as may be necessary
21 for the establishment and maintenance of com-
22 plete and effective water works; and may construct
23 and lay and maintain aqueducts, conduits, pipes,
24 pipe lines and other works, under or over any land,
25 water courses, railroads, street or electric railways,
26 public or private ways, and along any such way in
27 such manner as when completed not unnecessarily
28 to obstruct the same; and for the purpose of con-
-29 structing, laying, maintaining, operating and re-
-30 pairing such conduits, pipes and other works, and
1 for all proper purposes of this act, said town of
2 Paxton may dig up, raise and embank any such
33 lands, highways or other ways, under the direction
34 of the board of selectmen of the town in which such
35 ways are situated, in such manner as to cause the
36 least hindrance to public travel on such ways:
37 provided, however, that there shall be reserved
18 from said waters sufficient for the town of Leicester
39 to supply itself and its inhabitants with water for
40 the extinguishment of fires, for domestic and other
41 purposes whenever the legislature shall grant to
42 said town of Leicester the right to take water from
43 Asnebumskit pond. The town shall not enter upon,
44 construct or lay any conduits, pipes or other works
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45 within the location of any railroad corporation ex-
-46 cept at such times and in such manner as it may
47 agree upon with such corporation, or in case of
48 failure so to agree, as may be approved by the
49 board of railroad commissioners.
1 Section 3. The town of Paxton shall within
2 ninety days after the taking of any lands, rights
3 of way, water rights, water sources or easements
4 as aforesaid, other than by purchase, file and cause
5 to be recorded in the registry of deeds for the
6 county and district in which the same are situated
7 a certificate containing a description of the prop-
-8 erty taken sufficiently accurate for identification,
9 with a statement of the purpose for which the same
10 were taken, signed by the water commissioners
11 hereinafter provided for.
1 Section 4. The town shall be liable for all dam-
2 ages to property sustained by the commonwealth,
3 by the city of Worcester or by any persons by the
4 taking of any land, easements, rights in land, water
5 or water rights, as aforesaid, or by the construc-
-6 tion of any aqueduct, reservoirs or other works
7 by authority hereof, the same to he ascertained and
8 determined, so far as the commonwealth is con-
-9 cerned, in the manner set forth in chapter four
10 hundred and fifty-six of the acts of the year eight-
-11 een hundred and ninety-seven, and so far as the
12 city and persons are concerned, in the manner and
13 within the time hereinafter set forth. The city of
14 Worcester or any person or corporation sustain-
-15 ing damages as aforesaid under this act, who fails
16 to agree with said town of Paxton as to the amount
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17 thereof, may have the same determined in the man-
-18 ner provided by Jaw in the ease of land taken for
19 the laying out of highways, on application at any
2(1 time within a period of three years after the taking
21 of such land and other property or the doing of
22 any other injury under the authority of this act;
23 but no such application shall be made after the
24 expiration of said three years. No application for
25 the assessment of damages shall be made for the
26 taking of any water, water right or water source,
27 or for any injury thereto, until the water is actu-
-28 ally withdrawn or diverted by said town under
29 the authority of this act, nor unless by such diver-
-30 siou the How of water shall be perceptibly and
31 materially diminished in the water course from
32 which it is diverted.
1 Section 5. If the town of Paxton shall under
2 authority of this act construct any reservoir in such
3 manner as to flow any existing public way, it shall
4 raise the way to such a grade as will make it reasou-
-5 ably safe and convenient for travel, or shall build
6 in place of any part of said way so flowed another
7 suitable way which shall thereafter be a public
8 way, with all necessary fences and culverts, as and
9 in such manner as shall be agreed upon by the
10 water commissioners of the town of Paxton here-
-11 inafter provided for, and the selectmen of the said
12 town in which said public way is situated, or, if
13 they cannot agree thereon, then in such manner
14 as shall be determined by the county commissioners
15 on application of either party to them, and the
16 county commissioners are herein authorized to
17 adjudicate upon the same.
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1 Section 6. The town of Paxton for the pur-
-2 poses aforesaid, may issue from time to time bonds,
3 notes or scrip to an amount not exceeding twenty
4 thousand dollars. Such bonds, notes or scrip shall
5 bear on their face the words, “ Town of Paxton
6 Water Loan, act of 1912,” shall be payable at the
7 expiration of periods not exceeding thirty years
8 from dates of issue, and shall bear interest, pay-
-9 able semi-annually, at a rate not exceeding four per
10 cent per annum, and shall be signed by the treas-
-11 urer of the town and be countersigned by the select-
-12 men. The town may sell such securities at public
13 or private sale upon such terms and conditions as
14 it may deem proper, but they shall not be sold for
15 less than their par value.
1 Section 7. The town of Paxton shall, at the
2 time of authorizing said loan, provide for the pay-
-3 ment thereof in such annual payments, as nearly
4 equal in amount as practicable, as will extinguish
5 the same within the time prescribed by this act;
6 and when a vote to that effect has been passed, a
7 sum which will be sufficient to pay the principal and
8 the interest as it accrues on the said bonds, notes
9 or scrip shall without further vote, be assessed and
10 collected by the town annually thereafter in a man-
-11 ner similar to that in which other taxes are assessed
12 until the debt secured by said loan is extinguished.
1 Section 8. Whoever wilfully or wantonly cor-
-2 rupts, pollutes or diverts any of the said waters
3 taken or held under this act, or injures any struc-
-4 ture, work or other property owned, held or used by
5 said town under authority of this act, shall forfeit
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6 and pay to the town three times the amount of the
7 damages assessed therefor to be recovered in an
8 action of tort; and upon being convicted of any of
9 the above wilful or wanton acts shall he punished
10 by a fine not exceeding three hundred dollars or by
11 imprisonment in jail for a term not exceeding one
12 year.
1 Section 9. Said town of Paxton shall, after the
2 acceptance of this act, at a legal town meeting
3 called for the purpose, elect by ballot three persons
4 to hold office, one until the expiration of three years,
5 one until the expiration of two years and one until
6 the expiration of one year from the next succeeding
7 annual town meeting to constitute a hoard of water
8 commissioners; and at each annual town meeting
9 thereafter one such commissioner shall be elected
10 by ballot for the term of three years. All the
11 authority granted to said town of Paxton by this
12 act and not otherwise specially provided for shall
13 he vested in said board of water commissioners,
14 who shall be subject, however, to such instructions,
15 rules and regulations as said town of Paxton may
16 impose by its vote; and a majority of said com-
-17 missioners shall constitute a quorum for the
18 transaction of business relative to the water works.
19 Any vacancy occurring in said board from any
20 cause may be filled for the unexpired term by said
21 town at any legal town meeting held for the
oo purpos
1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its
acceptance by a majority vote of the legal v
the town of Paxton present and voting thereon by
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otherwise at any legal meeting of the
said town called for the purpose within
4 ballot or
5 voters of
6 five years
7 meetings
from its passage; but the number of
,o called in any year shall not exceed
8 three. For the purpose of being submitted to the
9 voters of the said town this act shall take effect
10 upon its passage.
